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The family lived at the following addresses 
in Des Moines during the years listed: 

    1806 Arlington Avenue — 1907 
    1443 8th — 1908, 1909 
    1530 8th — 1910 
    4201 University Avenue — 1911 
    3002 Cottage Grove — 1912 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Amelia Earhart:  A Des Moines Connection 

 
Amelia Earhart was born in 1897.  She lived with 
her grandparents in Atchison, Kansas, while her 
father, Edwin, worked for the Rock Island Railroad 
in Kansas City, Missouri.  Edwin, a lawyer, was 
transferred to Des Moines, Iowa, in 1907.  He 
moved his two daughters, Amelia and Muriel, to 
Des Moines around 1909.  
 
Edwin was an alcoholic, which caused an unstable 
financial situation for his family.  It is also possibly 
the reason the family moved frequently.  Amelia’s 
family only lived in Des Moines for a few years, 

but they lived in at least five residences during that time.  
 
Des Moines city directories list Edward or “Edw.” as working for the Chicago, 
Rock Island, and Pacific Railway Company (CRI&P Ry Co). 
 
Different sources state that 
Amelia moved with her mother 
to Illinois in 1914, but there is 
not an Edw. or Amy (her 
mother) listed in the Des 
Moines City Directory after 
1912. 
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1530 8th Street (street view) 
(From Google Maps) 

1443 8th Street (street view) 
(From Google Maps) 

According to some sources, Amelia did not attend a public school until she 
came to Des Moines.  She began in seventh grade at the age of 12.  It is 
difficult to say what school or schools she attended before moving to Illinois.   
 
At least two of the Des Moines houses she lived in are still standing.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
        

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 From the Iowa Department of Transportation website. 
 

https://iowadot.gov/aviation/aviation-in-iowa/iowa-aviation-history
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Saturday, July 7, 1928 

In the book Historical Highlights of the Iowa State Fair (excerpt below), it 
does not mention airplane flights in 1908.  However, it does place the Wright 
Brothers at the fair in 1911. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newspaper Features 
 

https://www.iowastatefair.org/upl/downloads/library/historical-highlights-2016.pdf
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Sunday, January 4, 1942 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


